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  17th day of Jan 1777 , Cameron Parish, Loudoun County  
 

In the name of God Amen, I Thomas COCKERILL of Loudoun County and Cameron Parish being in good 

health and sound memory, but calling to mind the uncertainty of this transitory life knowing it is difficult 

for all men once to die and being desirous of much as is in me to prevent all difference and dispute that 

may arise out after my decease about my temporal estate do make this my last will and testament in 

manner and form following principally I give my soul to Almighty God who gave it meaning he will 

receive it though the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ and my body to the earth to be buried at the 

discretion of my executors hereafter mentioned. First my will and desire is that my executors do sell as 

much of my stock and house hold furniture as will pay my just debts and that they do not sell any of my 

slaves for that purpose. 

Item I give to my son John COCKERIL one shilling sterling and no more.  

Item I give to my daughter Elizabeth Triplett one shilling sterling and no more.  

Item I give to my daughter Ann Remy JETT one shilling sterling and no more.  

Item I give to my son Jeremiah COCKERILL the following slaves Hannah, Charles, James, and Jesse which 

said slaves and the increase of this female slave I give to him and his heirs forever.  

Item I give to my son Sanford Cockerille the following slaves Stephen, George, Daniel, and Rachel which 

said slaves and the increase of the female I give to him and his heirs forever.  

Item I give to my son Benjamin COCKERILLE the following slaves, Peter, Ann and Winney which said 

slaves and the increase of the female increase slave I give to him and his heirs forever.  

Item I give to my son Thomas COCKERILLE my lease for the plantation where on I now live to him and his 

heirs forever. 

Item I have yet three slaves yet unmentioned and ungiven to wit Sarah, Will and Tom my will and desire 

is that at my decease if any of these slaves given to my three younger sons, Sanford , Thomas and 

Benjamin shall be dead or increase so as far one of their part to be of more value that the part of slaves 

that I have give to another then I desire the deficiency to me made up out of the last mentioned slaves 

and that the value of the slaves be given to my three younger sons be made as equal as possibly can be. 

I give to my sons Jeremiah, Sanford, Thomas and Benjamin all the rest of my estate that is not already to 

be equally divided between them and their heirs forever. 

Lastly I nominate and appoint my sons Jeremiah and Sanford my Executors of this my last will and 

testament revoking and disanulling all formal wills hither to by me and made allowing and confirming 

this to be my last will and testament. In testimony whereof I have here unto set my hand and seal this 

17th day of Jan 1777. 

Signed, sealed declared and pronounced to be his  

last will and testament in present of  

Jer Hutchison Thos COCKERILL  
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Robert Bland  

John Haddochs 

------------- 

Comments 

DavidRoberdsadded this on 27 Jan 2009 

At a court held for Loudoun County September 18, 1788 This will and prove the oaths of Robert 

BLAND, Enoch Meinefee ?? there of and at another court held for the said county Jun 18, 1788 

this said Jeremiah Hutchison and witness thereof ordered to be grant  

--------- 

 

John Cockerill, son of Thomas Cockerill 

DavidRoberdsadded this on 1 Feb 2010 

Note: lineage should be (John, John, John, Thomas) Document written by F. N. Cockrell, Jr. - May 22, 

1915 John Cockrell (Andrew, John, John, Thomas) It will be assumed that John left his home in 

Westmoreland Co when a young man shortly after his marriage, and moved to the frontier of southwest 

Virginia m 1st ___ issue: Susan (nothing further known) Simon: b probably about 1746 His first wife died 

probably about 1749-50, and on his remarriage not long thereafter he moved away from the community 

in which he was then living, leaving his two children with neighbors. Consequently, Simon knew almost 

nothing of his father. m 2nd Mrs Barbara (or Thebie) Fox Collingsworth, who was of the English Fox 

family and whose mother was an Allison. By her first husband, David Collingsworthh, she had two sons, 

Edmund and Simon. issue: John: b Dec 19, 1757 John died not long after the birth of this child and his 

widow subsequently married her third husband, ____ Kelle, from which marriage there was no issue. 

There is no information at hand to definitely determine the exact place or places of residence of John in 

southwest Virginia. The assumption that the two children Simon and John had the same father is based 

on strong family tradition among John’s descendants, and is partially confirmed by the fact that Simon’s 

father did remarry after the death of Simon’s mother. The assumption that John, the father of these two 

half-brothers, came from the Westmoreland and Fairfax branch of the family is based on the following: 

Logan Cockrell Bohannon (a great-grandson of Simon): b 1844, writes in 1913 that when a boy he spent 

much of his time with his great-uncle Jeremiah Cockrell (son of Simon), who related to him the following 

incidents of his boyhood: Jeremiah (b about 1777) lived during most of his boyhood days with an aunt or 

great-aunt Eva (Elizabeth?) Cockrell, who was unmarried (or a widow) and who lived near some seaport 

town of eastern Virginia (Probably Alexandria). His aunt was quite wealthy, owning a large number of 

slaves (75?) and lived to be very old (115), and on her death freed all her slaves by will. Jeremiah would 

often go to George Washington water mill (evidently in Fairfax co) and there meet the other boys of the 

neighborhood, among them a cousin Dick Washington, who was also a cousin of General George 

Washington. Occasionally General Washington would come to the mill, and would stop and watch the 
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boys wrestle. The assumption that this John was the eldest son of Thomas of Fairfax co is strengthened 

by several circumstances: the strong probability amounting almost to a certainty that John of south-

west Va. came originally from Fairfax co, the probable date of birth of John of southwest Va (1718-23) 

coincides with the probable date of birth of the eldest son of Thomas of Fairfax co, the absence of any 

records in Fairfax co or the adjoining counties of any other John not already accounted for who might 

have been the son of Thomas or Fairfax co, and the fact that Thomas in his will left his oldest son John 

only one shilling. At that time it was the custom to leave the oldest son the larger part of one’s estate, 

and for this (?-le?) disinheritance of the oldest son only two probabilities present themselves as 

reasonable: 1. A serious disagreement between father and son, both of them living in the same 

community. This is unlikely because of the absence of any record of the son in Fairfax or adjoining 

counties as stated before 2. The son leaving home when a young man and moving to a remote 

community on the frontier, his family thereby losing all trace of him up to the time of his father’s death; 

that subsequently some of the other children endeavored to secure information about their brother and 

found that he had been dead some years, and that his son Simon by his first wife was married and had 

several children, and that Simon was persuaded to allow one of his children, Jerimiah, to be taken by his 

father’s sister to be raised. In the light of all present information this last supposition seems to be 

correct: and it will be assumed to be true until evidence is found to the contrary.  

 

 

 


